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Playing the Bass Drum
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Adding the snare drum:

Heel Down
Used for softer playing. 
Keeping your heel on 
the pedal, move your 
foot up and down. 

Heel Up
Used for louder playing. Keeping your 
heel off the pedal, move your leg up 
and down. The beater stays against 
the head of the bass drum between 
strokes. 

There are two ways to play the bass drum.
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Playing the TomsPlaying the Toms
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Play a bass drum on beat 4 of the fi ll to maintain a driving pulse.

Essential Fill Rhythm 1
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Beginning with the snare drum
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Beginning with a tom
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Rock Beats with an 1/8 Note Feel
with 1/16 notes on the snare drum

Rock Beats with an 1/8 Note Feel
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Roll Preparation - 1/4 NotesRoll Preparation - 1/4 Notes

Reading ExerciseReading Exercise

Until the closed double stroke roll has been learned (book 2), perform rolls using buzz strokes.
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