
Black Snake and Kookaburra
Composed & arranged by 

Jayne Groves & Matt Moore

INSTRUMENTATION

1 - Conductor
10 - Flute
2 - Oboe
6 - Bb Clarinet 1
6 - Bb Clarinet 2
2 - Bb Bass Clarinet
2 - Eb Alto Saxophone 1
2 - Eb Alto Saxophone 2
2 - Bb Tenor Saxophone
1 - Eb Baritone Saxophone
4 - Bb Trumpet 1
4 - Bb Trumpet 2
2 - F Horn
7 - Trombone/

Baritone/Bassoon
2 - Baritone T.C.
2 - Tuba
1 - Convertible Bass Line
2 - Percussion 1

   (BD, snare drum, 2 toms, sus cym.)
2 - Percussion 2

  (wood block, triangle, tambourine,
      suspended cymbal)
2 - Glockenspiel
2 - Timpani / Sleigh Bells
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A raise-the-roof novelty item for a percussion ensemble of 5-20 players. Also suitable 
for use as a whole class item, or a roving performance piece.

Description

Chair 1  - two plastic classroom chairs per player

Chair 2  - two plastic classroom chairs per player

Low drum  - one low drum per player (floor tom / bass drum)

chairs 1 and 2 may be doubled an unlimited number of times, with an equal number 
of players on each part.

The low drum part, in most cases, should be played by one player to drive the 
ensemble. Where the ensemble is very large, it may need to be doubled to acheive 
balance.

Requirements
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Suggested Setup

Performance Notes

chairs should be played with the butt ends of snare drum sticks.

effort should be taken to make the piece visually dynamic, such as uniform playing 
of stick clicks, and matching stick heights throughout the ensemble.

Take creative liberty with the *Down the line sections (e.g. bars 43-45). Create 
interesting visual effects by assigning different beats to different players. create 
movement from one end of the line to the other, or inwards to outwards and so on.

Where players are required to strike the chair to their left or right, the player on the 
end of the row should play in the air to their left or right.

low Drum chair 2chair 1

lo
w

 D
ru

m

low
 D

rum

ch
ai

r 
1 chair 2

low Drum

ch
air

 1 chair 2

The ensemble can be set up in a variety of shapes, for instance:

chair players sit on one chair, and position a second chair in front of them to play 
on. The seat of the played-on chair faces the seated player’s knees. 

The low drum player may sit or stand.
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